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reach Fort Magruder, and within a short distance* of the broad road which was the enemy's line of retreat from the fort.
General Hancock at once sent back for the promised assistance, which was not allowed io go to him. The enemy, seeing the threatening position held by Hancock, and the small force under him, sent a column against him deemed sufficient to crush him. Hancock's dispositions to receive the attack were admirable; he had confidence in his men and they in him, and after a severe fight the enemy were driven back in confusion, many prisoners captured, and the road to the rear of the enemy cleared for our advance.
The fight of Hancock's brigade was the* only afHir on that day to redeem our arms and generalship from a crushing defeat. General I leintxel-man told General McClellan, in my presence* on the following morning (after the enemy had retired), that his command, which had been fighting in front of Fort Magruder, was so dispirited that he had ordered the bands to play patriotic airs during the evening. The patriotic airs of 1 Ian-cock's muskets had settled the question and forced the evacuation of Fort Magruder.
The next fight in which Hancock was engaged was on the evening of the day of the battle of Gaines's Mill At that time he held the right ofng redoubts. This brought him where his guns couldncock's patriotic conduct is due, if not to him, to the friends of law and justice throughout the country. Of such an act as his, at such a time, it is but fit that the dignity should be vindicated and the virtue proclaimed, so that its value as an example may not be lost to the nation.
